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God sent His son to reveal to me all His love.  His love, I have tried to understand but it is hard.  Life’s experiences such as illness, loss, and finances are so real that they cry out that a loving God does not exist!

When I hear and see broken dreams, unanswered prayers and etc., it causes conflict to ones faith.  The religious man says – there must be sin or lack of faith.  The doubting man says – there is no God!  The bitter man says – He doesn’t care!  The man of faith says – even if He slays me, yet will I trust Him, I will encourage myself in the Lord.

How does one follow in King David’s footsteps when in 1 Sam. 30 David encouraged himself in God?  David sang of His glory, power, love and might.  David spoke of God’s mercy and compassion.  David recalled and wrote of God’s faithfulness from prior times.  David recalled God’s justice and vengeance.  David thought on the table set in his enemy’s presence as God honored him.  But, most of all David encouraged himself with God’s presence as in Psalms 84.  David found safety and peace in His Rock.

The desert was David’s teacher.  Where there is nothing survival’s odds are bleak, the aloneness is overpowering in that place.  Out of desperation we reach out to the Creator of all things and He answers.  The desert can destroy us if we allow our thoughts to be free.  Satan, the liar he is, feeds our mind, yet David kept his mind stayed on God and he was in perfect peace. Isaiah 26:3

In the wilderness even others cannot fill the void that God purposely creates.  He is drawing us to Him.  He is activating the “homing device” that craves for only His presence.  David turned his eyes to the mountains, the majesty of creation spoke of God’s presence and power to David’s troubled soul just as He will ours.

An abiding in God took place in the desert.  It was birthed out of need, desperation and survival.  It produced peace, love and longing for more of God.  Jesus in John 15:4 says, “Abide in Me and I in you.  As a branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in Me.”

I may believe my need is health, money or relationships but the truth is, my need is His vine (presence) and out of His nourishment all my needs are fed.  God sent His Son to restore relationship with my Father.  So important is my need for this relationship that the life of His Son was sacrificed as my payment.

Man has been deceived as to who God is and His holy character.  Deception is for the purpose of foiling what we need to survive and be productive.  We need to abide to survive and produce.  Satan doesn’t especially care or hate us except that he does care that we have what he cannot ever have; the opportunity to abide in God’s presence and he is so evil that he continually tries to cause God the heartache of our loss, it delights his twisted mind.

God sent His Son to be born of a virgin, to die on a tree, the most terrible of deaths.  Jesus went in my place and yours.  When the sentence of death for being guilty was declared, Jesus stood before us and said, “Father take Me.”  He looked at us and said, “They will not be able to handle the betrayals, the shame, the gardens pain, the scourging and beating nor the thorns or the cross.  These will all destroy them and forever they will be lost to us.”  Jesus pushed us aside and went in our place.  Yet, on resurrection morning He called us by name to share in His glory and power.  Personalize it:

His death – my life

His pain – my gain

His shame – my glory

What more must He do to prove His love and desire to fellowship with us.  The Son of God desires a relationship with man!!!  David only knew of a Savior to come.  We are blessed to know a Savior who has come.  We should all learn to encourage ourselves in the Lord.  As we speak of who He is according to His word and not man’s understanding laced with lies from the pit.  We will grow, we will abide in Him.  This abiding is why He came; this abiding is our life source.  This abiding is life to us.  This abiding is the reason for the cross.

“Though the fig tree may not blossom nor fruit be on the vines, though the labor of the olive fail and the field yield no fruit, though the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation, the Lord God is my strength, He will make my feet like deer’s feet and He will make me walk on my high hills.”  Habakkuk 3:17-19   Amen.(
