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The scripture we draw your attention to today is found in Matthew 5:1-12, commonly called the “Beatitudes.”  A partial repetition of these Kingdom Principles is given by Jesus in Luke 6:20-26 and is worth looking up.

Everyone wants God’s blessing – and Blessings in spirit, soul, body, health, finances, family, protection and long life!  The promises are in the word and are ours to claim, by faith and obedience.  All the promises of God in Him are yes and amen to those who believe.  Why not use and claim these promises of God’s blessing more often?  See especially Psalms 1, 19, 119 and also Psalms 37, 46, 91, 103 and in the Old Testament Isaiah 53 and 61 for further promises.  Jesus came to give us “Life – and that more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

Esau, like many today sold both his birthright and blessing.  Yet even to the wayward prodigal sons and daughters, God is still waiting to pardon and rescue them back into His loving arms and heart.  I am reminded at the blessing prayer given to Aaron to bless the people of God.  We had an article on that subject some time ago; read it again in Numbers 6:22-27.  Use it in prayer; it still works today, for God’s Word is eternal.

A fine book has been written on the Prayer of Jabez, mentioned in I Chronicles 4:9-10.  I’m sure all of you have read the book or at least heard of it by now.  Jabez called out to the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed.”  Sometimes we only ask for and are satisfied with a small blessing.  Ask for a “blessing indeed,” a real whopper of a blessing.  Jabez did and according to the word here, it says “and God granted him that which he requested.”

Many of God’s finest blessings remain hidden, until the last second.  I am reminded of Joseph, sold as a slave, who then became a mighty ruler under Pharaoh and saved a generation from famine!  Then there was Daniel, exiled to a foreign country and he was there to become a great prophet of God.  Paul was thrown in prison, where he wrote those amazing Prison Epistles.  And Christ himself visited John the Apostle, placed upon a rocky island called Patmos.

The beatitudes tell us about the great internal spiritual blessings that have absolutely nothing to do with our outward circumstances.  Take heart children of God, for the Kingdom of God is within you, and is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit!  Then again, those statements refer to the Eternal bliss, happiness and blessings that will be our reward for serving God.  Let us just look briefly at each one of the beatitudes and see how they relate to us today.  Spiritual happiness and peace of mind are ours forever if we allow Christ to form and mature these eight Godly characteristics in our life.

The first one is a “Broken Spirit” – Matthew 5:3.  these are the “Poor in Spirit.” (KJV)  The Amplified Bible says they are “the humble, who rate themselves insignificant.”  Rotherhams version says, “happy the destitute in spirit.”  Goodspeed says, “those who feel their spiritual need.”  Other translations give us further shades of meaning here.  Berkley says, “they who sense spiritual poverty.”  Phillips says, “How happy are the humble minded.”  The New English Bible says, “How blest are those who know that they are poor.”  Heavens riches and blessings are ours, child of God!  (See Ephesians 1:3)  We are blest in Christ with every spiritual blessing, according to the Word of God.

Second, there is a “Penitent Spirit,” (Matthew 5:4).  These are they who mourn and are sad, and sorrowful.  Godly sorrow for sin is important.  Then there are many other sorrows common to all people and God will comfort anyone who calls on Him!  They will be consoled, comforted and given divine courage.

Then, Blessed are the “Meek.”  The meek mentioned here, are the gentle, patient and humble minded, who claim nothing.  The whole earth will belong to them! (Matthew 5:5)

Again, there are those who “hunger and thirst after righteousness; (Matthew 5:6) for they shall be filled.  Righteousness is goodness, uprightness, being and doing right according to God’s Word.  It refers to Holiness (consecration) and right standing with God.  God delights in satisfying the desire for righteousness – the greatest gift.

Further there is the “Merciful Spirit” in Matthew 5:7.  These are the compassionate ones who show mercy.  God will see to it that they reap even more than they sow!  Stay merciful, the dividends are unlimited, both for you and all others you touch.

Another attribute is the “Pure Spirit” in Matthew 5:8.  this is, the “clean in heart,” or the “utterly sincere.”  These people will actually see God!

Also, there are the “Peace Makers” in Matthew 5:9.  These people are the makers and maintainers of peace.  The child of God has the “Prince of Peace,” in his heart, and dispenses peace like a river to a thirsty, troubled world.  They are ranked by God as His Sons and Daughters!

Last, there are those who have a “Longsuffering and Forgiving Spirit,” (Matthew 5:10-12).  They are persecuted for righteousness, goodness, for doing right and for the sake of justice, and for serving Christ.  Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven!  Wow!  Amen and Amen.(
