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Prayer is the most important thing a Christian can do!  The early apostles realized this, and said, "We will not wait on tables.  Let us appoint deacons for this task.  We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word.”

We should be in a mode of prayer continually, as we near the end of the age.  Paul said, "Pray without ceasing.”  Jesus said, "Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.”

Prayer is one of the oldest and earliest activities of the human race.  Adam and Eve walked and talked with the Lord in the cool of the day.  God wants to restore that intimate kind of conversational prayer, where we talk to God - He listens - then talks to us, as we listen.  We can grow in our prayer life.

Prayer must come from a pure heart.  "If I regard iniquity (sin) in my heart, the Lord will not hear me."  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see (and hear and approach) God.

We must have Reverence, Respect and Honor for God when we come to Him in prayer!  The Bible has much to say about, "The Fear of the Lord.”  That is, we must honor, obey and respect Him at all times.  In Isaiah 11:1-5 there is a sevenfold description of the Spirit of the Lord.  It speaks of "the reverential and obedient fear of the Lord.”  There is a healthy, godly, holy and righteous fear, love, and respect for God.  How important our overall attitude is as we approach our great God!  "The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."  (Proverbs 1)

Let us come before Him with humility:  II Chronicles 7:14 says..."If My people, who are called by My Name, will humble themselves, pray, seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways,

then will I hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land."  Does your "land" need healing?  That is, anything in your life need a change?  "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  Isaiah

57:15  (Amp. Bible)... "For thus says the high and lofty One - He who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:  I dwell in the high and holy place, but with him also who is of a thoroughly penitent and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the thoroughly penitent (bruised with sorrow for sin).”   Also see Matthew 5:3.

Pray according to God's will:

God's will is His Word.  "If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us - and if He hears us, we know we have our petition."  James 4:3 teaches us not to pray "with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives.”   "Lord your kingdom come your will be done, not mine.”

Pray to the Father in Jesus' name:

Christ taught us to pray using His name as our "Power of Attorney".  "And I will do whatever you ask in My Name."  (See John 14:13-14 Amp. Bible)

Ask in Faith:

The disciples were astonished that Jesus could cause a Fig Tree to wither away.  Jesus' explanation was simple...Mark 11:22, "Have Faith in God constantly.”   He said we could even move a mountain if needs be, if we do not doubt but believe God.  (Vs. 23)  "For this reason I am telling you.  Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe (trust and be confident) that it is granted to you, and you will get it.”

We must forgive:

Mark 11:25 tells us that as we pray, we must forgive anyone and everyone for real or imagined wrongs!  God's reception of our prayer, and His forgiveness of our own sins, is connected directly to our love, acceptance and forgiveness of others.  Prayer is a vast, inexhaustible subject.  We can only touch on a few of the more important points.  Let me point out a few more things we have learned about prayer:

1.
God says to come Boldly to the Throne of Grace.  Hebrews 4

2.
He says to pray Fervently...with all our heart.  James 5:14-18

3.
We must never stop praying until Christ returns.  Luke 21

4.
Keeping a Prayer List and a Prayer Diary.  

5.
Write down the things God is saying to you.  Habakkuk 2:1-4; Amp. Bible

6.
Ask God for Miracles and big things.  "With God all Things are possible."

7.
Praise and Worship will help you enter the Throne Room of the Universe!  Psalm 100 tells us, “Come   before His presence with singing; and (Vs 4), "Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and a thank offering and into His courts with praise."

8.
Praying the Word is very helpful.  Use "The Lord's Prayer,”  John 17.  "The Prayer of Jabez,” and "The Blessing of Aaron,” as well as the Psalms, also some of Paul's prayers in Ephesians and Colossians.

9.
Praying out loud can be a powerful prayer.  When you speak out loud, your entire Spirit, Soul and          Body is active.  That is real intercession and communication.

10.
Pray with all kinds of prayer for all persons, places and things needful, and in your Prayer Language as God directs.  "Pray without ceasing,” and God will answer you!  See I Corinthians 14. ( 

