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Revelation 1:9a (Amplified Bible) “I John, your brother and companion (sharer and participator) with you in the tribulation and kingdom and patient endurance (which are) in Jesus Christ.”

The kind of patience the Bible, particularly the New Testament describes, is certainly needed today.  Actually, biblical patience implies several things, a “Kingdom Mentality,” coming from the indwelling presence of Jesus Christ Himself.

First, it implies being focused and prepared to wait for God’s plan to be worked out in ones life.  We as humans want everything to happen quickly – “ASAP,” even yesterday!  God does not work in this way.  He wants us to patiently walk through and work through the problems of everyday life.  A huge tree does not grow up overnight.  It takes many, many years of patient persistence before a tiny seedling can grow into a mighty redwood – indeed, even centuries.  Isaiah 40:31 says that “those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  They shall mount up with wings like Eagles, they shall run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint.”  Thank God, our strength does not come from ourselves.  It comes from the Holy Spirit, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of Hosts.”  Have you taken time lately to go aside in prayer and the Word, to be renewed in the spirit of your mind?  His Kingdom Patience – Endurance is available to all, this very moment.  I choose His patience.  I cannot live without it!

The “Jesus kind of Patience” implies also a stoic kind of mentality, when nothing that happens in one’s life can move you off course.  You do not “fly off the handle” when things go wrong.  You refuse to get upset (not for long anyway).  You do not allow yourself to be affected by the bad things, the indifferent things, and even the good things.  Paul came to this place apparently when he said, “none of these things move me.”  He refused to even let the possibility of death shake him up.  He continually focused on Christ and the task God had given him.  “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain,” he said.  I believe God wants us to live that way today – our lives filled with Christ, expressing His love, joy and peace with “Patient Endurance.”

Kingdom Patience implies also great strength.  “If you faint in the day of adversity your strength is small: Proverbs states.  The kind of patience, endurance and fortitude John describes in Revelation chapter one, is what kept him from “caving in.”  He faced the wrath of the Roman Emperor, religious zealots who wanted him dead and a life of lonely exile on a barren rocky and treeless island called Patmos!  Tradition says he somehow narrowly escaped death from boiling oil.  He was the greatest proof and evidence for Jesus Christ and the Word of God on this planet.  No wonder all hell tried to get rid of him.  “All who live Godly shall suffer persecution.”

If you have allowed yourself to be negatively affected by things that happen to you, take heart.  Let Jesus renew you right now as you read this.  Stop, right here.  Put your hand in the hand of Jesus.  Put your hand in the hand of the One who calms the sea.  Get into God’s Word and stay there.  The Psalms and Proverbs are wonderful.  But do not forget the four Gospels, most important to us all – along with Paul’s Epistles.  God’s Word can and will change your life if you let it.

The enemy and the antichrist spirit in the world try to “wear out the patience of the saints.”  God’s Word says, “Be not slothful, but followers of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”  Our soldiers overseas are a powerful example of patient persistence under fire.  They never give up, but doggedly follow their commander’s orders – even though some of them may die.  God give us the same quality of spirit as our fighting men and women.  “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against spiritual wickedness in high places, and against the rulers of the darkness of this world.”  Ephesians chapter six tells us to “put on the whole armor of God.”  We are to take the shield of faith and “Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”  We are to “be strong in the Lord, in the power of His might” “and having done all (the situation demands), to stand, stand therefore.”  “Lift up the hands that hang down.”  “Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you Light.”  Yes, this Kingdom Presence and Patient Endurance of Jesus Christ is ours to possess.  “In your patience, possess your souls.”  A person with this kind and quality of Patient endurance will ultimately be an “Overcomer” (see Rev. 2 & 3) and inherit all things, eternal life, rewards and Heaven itself (Rev. 21 & 22), to become like Jesus!

“He who endures to the end shall be saved.”  “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith upon the Earth?”  Will we be among those with the Lion like strength, endurance and fortitude to overcome all things, so we can be God’s Champions?  “The wicked flee when no man pursues, but the righteous are bold like a lion.”  Lord, give us the patient endurance of Job, John and Jesus, along with all the Apostles and Prophets.  See Hebrews 11 for a list of God’s heroes through the centuries.  They endured through fire, water and blood.  Many became martyrs.  We need that anointing of Patient Endurance they all had.  It comes by faith in Jesus Christ.  “All things are yours, you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s,” do not give up.  “Now it is high time to arise out of sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed.”  Christ is at hand.  The enemy of our souls stalks us relentlessly.  Yet we are more than conquerors through Him who loves us.  Let His Endurance be Yours.  Amen!(
