THE CORNERSTONE

By:  Rev. Bob Martin

        PrayerNet Ministries Advisor

Jesus is called the “Cornerstone.”  He Himself said, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief cornerstone.”  (Luke 20:17)  The ultimate goal of God in this new anointing – this latest and perhaps last great move of God before Christ’s return is to bring us back to the simplicity and purity of love and devotion to Christ!  David, in view of end time prophecy, invited all of creation to “Kiss the Son.”  (Psalm 2)  That is, we are to become more intimately acquainted and involved with Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:20 says “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone.”  Now just what is a “Cornerstone?”  According to the dictionary (Webster’s Unabridged), a cornerstone is stone uniting two masonry walls at an intersection; a stone representing the nominal starting place in the construction of a monumental building, usually carved with the date and laid with appropriate ceremonies; something that is essential, indispensable, or basic.”  Sounds extremely important!

What we are looking at today, are the importance and authority of Jesus Christ and His Words.  Listen to how the Lord associates Himself with His Words and Teachings.  He said, “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”  (John 12:48)  He also said, “Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in His glory.”  (Luke 9:26)  Christ and His Word are inseparable!  Jesus Christ was not a mere man who became the Word but is the eternal Word – the “Logos” – who became a man.  His very nature and essence is the Word of God.  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelled among us.”  (John 1)  And to reject or ignore what He says is to reject or ignore who He is.

Multitudes of Christians today know what Jesus did yet remain stunted in their spiritual growth.  Why?  Without realizing it, we made the teachings of Paul the cornerstone of the church!  Now, we all know that all of God’s Word is anointed and important.  I myself dearly love every chapter, verse and word of the Old and New Testament.  But the Words of Jesus Christ and His teachings are so vastly important and pre-eminent to our spiritual lives, we cannot do without them.  Paul and Peter often said the same thing.  Some one found, by a survey, that persons who read to New Testament do 85% of their reading in the Epistles, and only 15% in the four Gospels.  I believe the four Gospels are the Cornerstone, along with Christ’s own words in Revelation 2 and 3, His words to the seven churches.

In Matthew 28, “The Great Commission,” we are to teach converts “all that He (Jesus), commanded.”  In Matthew 7:24-25 Jesus said those who both hear and act on His Word are like a wise man who builds his house upon a rock, (the Chief Cornerstone), and will be safe against the storms of life!

Jesus said further, concerning knowing and obeying His Words, “He who has me commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me: and he who loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.”  (John 14:21)  Also verse 23, “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man loves me, he will keep my words, and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode (home, dwelling place) with him.”  What tremendous promises!  If we live by Christ’s Words, both the Father and Son will love us, and manifest themselves to us.  I do not know what that means to some, but to me that is a Revelation, a Visitation and Impartation by the Godhead!

The Church, the Body of Christ, needs to get back to the “Cornerstone” today.  We need to be built upon “The Rock of Ages.”  We need to find the balance in Christian living that only Christ can provide.  Jesus had perfect balance in the midst of a chaotic life.  He was never in a hurry, or worry.  He had times for all the important things, the babies, the sick, the sinners and everyone and everything necessary.  Let us grow up unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ!  The possibility and potential is ours.  Just give me Jesus!  He is the “Chief Cornerstone” through all eternity.  Let’s make a fresh commitment to “continue in His Word,” so that we can be His disciples indeed!  (John Chapter 8) Amen!(
