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Friendship's can be a touchy subject.  I looked up friendship and it means "companion, comrade."  I don't know about you but I have had friendships that have been great, & blessed, but others have been strained and extremely painful.  One of my good friends several years ago, has been such a teacher to me about friendships.  She shared with me that each friend had something to offer in our relationships and we shouldn't expect all of the values to be in one, or a few friends; but we are to treasure the values that each one brings into the relationship.  Since learning that, I have expected a lot less from friends and therefore have not had the wounds that I used to have through relationships.  Don’t' we learn!  What lessons, and valuable ones.  I also know that since I have walked through and believe so much in forgiveness that has also been a tremendous healing to me.

God speaks in His word quite a lot about friendships.  Here are some of the things that a group of women at a bible study said was the "Value of good friends." Friendly, mutual value (worth knowing) equal, supportive- Galatians 6: 2 says that we are to bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.  Faithful - Proverbs 18:24 - -- Faithful is a word that is not real common in this world now, but the word says that faithful is loyal, trustworthy.  Friends must be able to trust each other.  Friendship also is security. A good list for friends is James 1:19-- it shows us how to be a good friend indeed!  "But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger."  In friendship we need to be an active listener, to communicate. (not assume) 

Friends should be confrontive and transparent, one that does not gossip-- Friendships need boundries, honesty and integrity.  Ephesians 4:15.  "But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ."  I believe in good relationships there is flexibilty, generosity, sacrificial giving, forgiving, stimulating; iron sharpening iron.  One, who is able to accept or disagree.  A friend is one you can respect, not take advantage of and is secure in them.

A friend sent this e-mail to me.  I wanted to share it with you---- maybe this can help you understand friendship a little more.  God help us to be the best friend ever, as you would help us to love ourselves more then we can give your love to others.  Jesus is the best friend that I have had or want to have.  He has it all!!  Friends, "thank you for being a part of my life."

"Warm Fuzzy"

People come into your life for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. When you figure out which it is, you know exactly what to do.

When someone is in your life for a REASON, it is usually to meet a need you have expressed outwardly or inwardly. They have come to assist you through a difficulty, to provide you with guidance and support, to aid you physically, emotionally, or spiritually. They may seem like a godsend, and they are.

They are there for the reason you need them to be. Then, without any wrongdoing on your part or at an inconvenient time, this person will say or do something to bring the relationship to an end. Sometimes they die.  Sometimes they walk away. Sometimes they act up or out and force you to take a stand. What we must realize is that our need has been met, our desire fulfilled; their work is done. The prayer you sent up has been answered and it is now time to move on.

When people come into your life for a SEASON, it is because your turn has come to share, grow, or learn. They may bring you an experience of peace or make you laugh. They may teach you something you have never done.

They usually give you an unbelievable amount of joy. Believe it! It is real! But, only for a season.
LIFETIME relationships teach you lifetime lessons; those things you must build upon in order to have a solid emotional foundation. Your job is to accept the lesson, love the person/people (any way); and put what you have learned to use in all other relationships and areas of your life. It is said that "love is blind but friendship is clairvoyant."(
