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Happy Holiday's from Gloria!  I pray that your Holiday will not only be a time for shopping, visiting relatives, eating, visiting more relatives, eating (you get the point!) and opening presents but will be a time of reflection of what the babe in the manger means to you today!  I went to the "Singing Christmas Tree" this year and it was so awesome.   I felt myself envious while watching the Wise Men bringing gifts from afar to see our Saviour lying there in the manger so peaceful.  My emotions were welling up inside me as Mary took up baby Jesus and held Him in her arms.  It has never hit me like that before.  Can you even dream of what it would have been like to be there in that stable, the overwhelming joy of being with Joseph, Mary and the other guests?

Elton and I have two children that are grown and they have given us five grandchildren, which we totally enjoy.  It is so fun to be a part of their lives.  To watch them grow from little babies to some of them now being teenagers, it is quite an experience!  All five of them play sports, mostly soccer, so along with ministry, our home church activities and commitments, my full time job, we try to have an active time with them, so we go to as much activities that we can.  It's great!  We have a wonderful family, but families go through things and we are not exempt from the trials that go along with raising a family, but we also know who our leader and example is, and along with praying for your families we certainly desire your prayer for our family.  

I would pray that you who are going through a lot of stress, trials and overwhelming situations will make the best of this Holiday by blessing those who are going through tough times also.  We can't even imagine how we can minister even while we are going through tough times what a blessing, instruments of Jesus Christ, that when we do for others, not expecting in return, how it blesses us.  Doesn't make sense does it?  But it works!

Earlier I was thinking about this year 2000, how we started the year without knowing what in the world the new miliumem had in store for us. Y2K, which was not a big deal thankfully, but left us all wondering and praying that God would intervene, and He certainly did that. 

This year has been a good year for our ministry, a lot of stretching, and more stretching.  
God has been doing an awesome thing through our ministry this past year and we are looking forward to more and more this next year of 2001.  We have our weekly meetings in Milwaukie, Oregon and it has been so fun and rewarding as you pour forth that love that God has given us for His people that have/are going through tough times and seeing how the Lord is totally victorious!  We do a lot of personal ministry one on one and that is something the Lord has allowed us to have a heart for.  We know from experience how God can heal the inner heart/person and set free people, marriage, families, addictions, finances, health and many more areas.  It's amazing!  We also have our first of the month meetings on the West Side.  The same work in the spirit is happening there.  

Elton and I took another trip to Ireland this past year and added to our trip England and Nebraska.  Those added places have been a wonderful thing that has happened to our ministry.  God has promised us favor and that has happened in all the countries where we have been.  One of the ladies in Ireland testified that while we were there on the last trip that Elton had spoken life into her spirit and she is totally changed.  That is what our friend, and your 's can do if we only allow Him to correct those areas that are broken!  He is the major restorer!  He has the blueprints, He made us!

Our ministry team also goes to Northwest Bible Training Center, a drug and alcohol rehab house.  That has been a time that the team really enjoys.  We bless them and they bless us by their participation.  They are so hungry for something new, Jesus in their lives.  We go there about every other month and look forward to the next visit.  

We are anticipating a great 2001 in our ministry. New doors are opening so that we may share His birth and resurrection power to others across this nation and around the world. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this Holiday Season!  God is your strength, peace and joy!  Let this time be a joyful time of the year as we celebrate the birth of the greatest King of all.  In Him, Gloria.

