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The three "big little books" of Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians form an amazing trilogy of Pauls master insight into the Gospel of Christ.  Nowhere else in the Bible are these mysteries explained so clearly and fully.  They are the "Prison Epistles" penned by Paul at the end of his earthly ministry, and along with the Gospels, are my very favorite books.  Perviously we took a quick look at Ephesians.  Now we will draw our attention to the 2nd book in this series - Philippians.

I had intended to cover the entire book in this article, but the "Good News" of this book was so rich and vast I decided to focus on chapter one.  We will be using the Amplified Bible today, unless otherwise noted.  

1)   "The Good News of Grace"

      (1:2)  Paul realized  that not only he, but all God's people are the undeserved recipients of God's favor and blessing.  This fact is foundational to all spiritual progress.

2)   "The Blessing of Peace"

      (1:2) is the next great thing promised to Christ's followers.  Peace of and with God, is an often recurring truth Paul mentions again and again in his epistles.  Do you need peace right now?  It is paid for, and it is yours!

3)   "The Concept of Priestly Prayer-Ministry"

      (1:4) is noticeable in all Paul's letters.  Someone said that although Paul's letters are great, at least as great is not greater , are Paul's Apostolic prayers for the church and believers in all ages.  We are God's Kings and Priests, to extend His Kingdom in Priestly Prayer Ministry. (See Rev1 and Heb for more background on this.)

4)   "The Perfection of the Saints"

      (1:6) Rather than debate whether or not absolute Christian maturity and perfection is attainable in this life, let us rather just keep following Jesus and becoming more and more like Him.  There is more for all.  Even Paul had not attained yet.  (IJn 3:1-3)

5)   "The Gospel of Love"

      (1:8)  Paul's love is that of Christ Himself.  Only that kind of love benefits us, and others.  How we need more today.  (ICor 13)

6)   "Growth in Discernment"

      (1:9-10)  There are so many choices and voices out there.  We must be continually filled with God'sWisdom and Knowledge.

7)   "The Fruits of Righteousness"

      Righteousness (God's, not ours) is the foundation for spiritual life and growth.  The Book of Romans is a treatise on this, the most important of all gifts.  Abraham and Paul found it by faith in God's Words.  (Romans 5:1; and 8:1)

8)   "The Prisoner for Christ Concept"

      (1:13)   The difficult and the dangerous areas of Paul's life were gladly accepted as part of God's plan.  Both he and untold millions of Christ's followers were never afraid to live or die for their faith.  Paul was not only a prisoner for Christ, but a willing Bondslave- a "Love Prisoner" - to falling captivated and  consumed with a Passion for Christ!  May you and I be "Christ's Prisoners" and as fruitful (even in prison or hard places) as Paul was.  There he converted his jailers, and wrote these marvelous prison epistles.

9)   "Bold Witnesses"

      (1:14)  That is how Paul saw himself, and set the standard for all believers in every time and place and situation.  Let your light shine.  That is Jesus in us - God's light and ours.

10)  "The Gospel of Joy"

       (1:18)  The key words to Philippians are Joy and Rejoice.  This has nothing to do with our earthly situation.  It has everything to do with rejoicing in God and His benefits.  Choose Joy! (see Hab.3:17-19)

11)  "The Saving Nature of the Gospel"

      (1:19)  The whole gospel is for the whole person!  Paul prayed that our whole spirit, soul and body would be preserved until the day of Christ.  Do you feel a sense of loss today?  Take heart - Christ will preserve and restore all.  (Psalm 23,46,and 91, John 10:10, IThess 5:23-24)  Also see Jude vv 24,25.  Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost.  Jn3:16-17.

12)  "Christ is Our Life"

      (1:21)  "For to me to live is Christ", Paul said.  Gal 2:20 says, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ (the Messiah) lives in me."  All believers have Christ in our inner man, and have the potential of following His leadings and Paul did.  

13)  "Walking Worthy"

      (1:27)  This is walking out the potential of v 21: "Christ in you", our very life and new identity.  The context tells us that this particular facet of "worthiness refers to our unity with fellow believers in fellowship, and in proclaiming the Good News to all.

14)  "The Gospel of Fearless Faith"

      (1:28)  "And do not (for a moment) be frightened or intimidated in anything by your opponents and adversaries".  God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of love, power and self-control!  (See Rev 21:8 - a block buster in the Amp Bible)  You have the Courage of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah today!  "Fear not, believe only" (KJV Luke 8:50).

15)  "The Privilege of Persecution"

      (vv 29 & 30)  Yes, Jesus and Paul withstood tremendous opposition.  They remained strong and courageous.  Jesus gave a powerful witness before Pontius Pilate, the most cruel leader and executioner of that time and place.  And then He faced Gethsemane and Calvary virtually alone.  "We must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God. (KJV Acts 14"22)  We can not predict our future, but we know who holds our hand!  The Bible is full of stories of men, women, boys and girls who "went through the rain:, and came out victors for Jesus!  (See Heb 11)  I do not know what you are facing at the end of the day.  But I do know this, you have been, are now, and always will be victorious in Jesus.  (Romans 8:28-39)  "In the world (the enemies system)  you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer - for I have overcome the world", Jesus said.  (KJV, John 16:33)  May His Victory be ours today!  Amen(
