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Here are some encouraging words and thoughts for us all, as we enter a New Year, a New Century, and a New Millennium.

Three thoughts stand out to me:

1) Jesus will return to earth at any time.

2) We are entering a New Era of rapid and universal changes.

3) We can live our lives in God, so as to be ready for anything and everything.

Here is how:

Catch A Vision Of God's Protective Power -- Psalm 91:1  (Message Translation) says, "You who sit down in the High God's presence, spend the night in Shaddai's shadow."  The Amplified Bible says here, "He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall remain stable and fixed under the shadow of the Almighty."  (whose power no foe can with stand)  Ephesians 2:6 says we are "seated together with Christ in heavenly places."  I believe that Jesus Christ Himself is the "secret place of the Most High," that David mentioned in Psalm 91.  Oh, how we need to enter into Him.  He in us and we in Him, with Heaven's Position, Power, Privilege, Peace and Protection!  Every believer longs for this position.  It is ours, according to God's Word.  Abraham, David, Peter, Paul and John all entered this glorious realm of living completely immersed in the Life of God.  We must press into Him.

Block Out The Enemy -- Jesus said, "The prince of this world is coming, but he has nothing in Me."  Let's make sure there are no "strongholds" of the enemy in our lives.  A "stronghold" is when we think, speak and act wrongly over a period of time.  This allows the enemy of our souls to have a key to our lives, and he can come and go as he pleases!  I do not believe we have to allow this.  "Neither give place to the devil."   Psalm 91 teaches us we can have power over every negative force in the universe!  No enemy, no tragedy can separate us from God.  God promises protection.  We can live with No more strongholds, No idols, No compromise...we can live in Victory.

Stay In God's Word -- Psalm 1, 19, 119 tell us the awesome power of Gods Word, and it's importance to the Child of God.  In times like we live in, we must get in the Word and stay there.  Meditate on it night and day.  Then we will bear fruit for God.  Set a goal to read the Word consistently.

Have Faith In God -- In Psalm 46, David says "God is our refuge and strength," "Therefore we will not fear."  (Amplified Bible)  The opposite of fear is faith.  Psalm 121:8 says, "The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth (even into 2001), and even forever more."  As we travel on into the Kingdom, God is our Protector and Provider.  We must put our trust in Him.

Pray Without Ceasing -- We are the temples of God.  We are also His priests and intercessors.   We are to keep our minds on God, and pray without ceasing.  I try to pray for all of my family members daily, and everyone else that God brings to mind.  We need to speak a blessing on people whenever we can.  Prayer, praise and worship ought to fill our hearts and mouths continually.   There are many kinds of prayer and communion with God.  We need to be using them all.

Have Your Entire Focus On Jesus Christ This Year -- Read the 4 Gospels continually. Meditate in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians.  Meditate on the Names of Jesus, His cleansing Blood, His words and teachings.  Follow Him!

Be Led By The Holy Spirit -- Catch the Fire.  Get alone with God, and ask Him what He wants to do with your life.  He will show you His plan.  Write it down.  Pray over it.  Set goals.  God will help you with these things.  Ask Him daily, what He would have you be and do.  Let us not waste time and opportunity.  God is watching and waiting to empower each of us and lead in His way!  Who knows what exciting things God has in His plan for you in 2001?(
