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I and II Thessalonians

In our previous message, we outlined I Thessalonians chapter one and gave a brief introduction.  Both of these letters were Paul's earliest ones; in fact, they were the first New Testament books to be written.  Probably that was about 50 A.D.

These two little letters are absolutely amazing, and worthy of much study.  We will only touch a few of the high points here.  Suffice it to say, only God Himself could have crammed so much vital teaching and information in so small a space.

The first major revelation is found in I Thess. 1:1:  The Church (Body of Christ) is said to exist "in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  This is an expression found only in these two letters.  (Also see II Thess. 1: 1 for the same thought)  What hope, assurance, love and protection this thought infers: as we are in both the Father and Son!

The main theme of both books is the "Day of the Lord.” that is, the End Times and the personal, triumphant return of Jesus Christ to planet earth!  In fact, these details were only fully revealed to the Apostle Paul, who faithfully recorded them for all time.  The facts are given to us in both of these letters, particularly in I Thess. 4: 13-18.  (Also see I Cor. 15 for an expanded teaching on the resurrection of the body)

II Thess. 2: 3:  Paul mentions a "falling away" before the return of Christ.  Any kind of "cooling off" in our relationship with God is to be avoided at all costs.  Jesus predicted many would move away from a close relationship with Him in the last days.  (See Matt. 24, Mk. 13, Lk. 21, I and II Tim. and Jude) Let us rather be deeply in love with our Lord and zealous to obey and serve Him alone with all our hearts, as we see His return approaching!

Paul was given a powerful message of Hope to pass on to those who wondered where their dead loved ones were.  The Resurrection of the dead was a major cornerstone of all Paul's writings, and was based on the solid fact that "because He (Jesus) was raised from the dead, we too shall live again.”  What a hope, not only for them, but also for Believers in every age.

I Thess. 4: 13-18 (also see I Cor. 15: 50-58) gives us the facts about the "Rapture" or "Catching Away" of all the Saints -(those in Jesus Christ).  The Trumpet will sound, (I Cor. 15), the dead in Christ will be resurrected first; then we who are still living at that point in time will be changed, given a new, immortal body just like His Glorious Body.  (See I John 3:1-3)

The coming and rise to world power of a person to be known as "the antichrist" is also a major teaching in II Thess. 2: 1-12.  He will cause all to worship him, and will be full of "power, signs, and lying wonders.”  (II Thess. 2: 9)  This "man of sin" is also described more fully in the book of Daniel, and in Revelation chapter 13.  There he is said to require that all mankind will have to take a certain mark in their hand or forehead, or be killed.  Beloved, I do not believe the Redeemed will be here for the antichrist or the seven years of the "Great Tribulation” when God's wrath will be poured out.  Praise the Lord, people of God - Jesus is coming soon!

How then shall we live?  In Faith, Hope and Love, praying and praising God at all times.  Looking, waiting and longingly expecting His return.  But please: no date setting!  It is enough to know the major outline of the end times.  And it is enough to know that Christ's return will be soon.  Let us be ready. Let us get the Good News to every creature.  And let us work - for the Day of the Lord is at hand!  Amen(
