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Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians are my favorite New Testament books.  They are an inexhaustible storehouse of God's wisdom and blessings, and I go to them continually.

Ephesians, in particular, is a marvelous spiritual storehouse for the weary, confused and battered spiritual pilgrim on the road of life!  Chapter one gives us God's supreme Eternal Plan, for all time and eternity.  Verse 3 in the Amplified Bible, reads thus: "May blessing, praise, laudation, and eulogy be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah) who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual (given by the Holy Spirit) blessing in the heavenly realm!"  This verse is the key - the doorway- the entrance into all the blessings listed in this amazing little Christ-centered book!  The first chapter deals with God's unfailing plan, to bring us into His Family as His eternal sons and daughters.  This is the central part of His Plan.  Everything else is simply "frosting on the cake!”

Chapter two reveals another aspect of God's Plan.  The Jew and Gentile are to be made one body in Jesus Christ.  We are to be partaker of Abraham's blessings that God promised both to him and to all mankind, in the ages to come.

In chapter 3, Paul continues to reveal what God had shown him, regarding the Church of Jesus Christ.  It was to be composed of both Jews and Gentiles.  It was to be a source of revelation and teaching about God's attributes, to the entire universe. (v.16) The latter 

part of this chapter holds out the possibility and potential, for us to grow and mature, until we become filled with God, and become more and more like Jesus Christ.

In chapter 4, we are reminded to live lives worthy of our high calling in Christ.  Another "Revelation Gem" given to Paul is God's Plan for the 5-fold ministry of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers.  They are to train God's people so they can do the work of the ministry to the Body of Christ.  We are exhorted to strip off the works of the flesh, be renewed in the spirit of our minds, and put on the new nature of 

Christ.  (4:22-24)

In chapter 5, we are told to "be imitators of God,” and to "walk in love.”  Sin in any shape or form is to be avoided at all costs.  There are practical instructions given to husbands and wives, to be loving and considerate of one another always.  The husband - wife 

relationship is also a metaphor of Christ and the Church, His heavenly Bride. (v. 32)

Finally, in chapter 6, Paul opens with admonitions affecting our relationships with our brothers and sisters.  We are to be extremely sensitive and considerate for their needs in all areas.  Then comes perhaps the greatest explanation of how "spiritual warfare” works!  Paul paints a word picture of an ancient Roman Warrior, and explains each piece of armor.  Jesus Christ Himself is basically the armor!  We face a deadly supernatural foe, that only God can protect us from, and help us defeat him.  Prayer (of all kinds) is a chief component of our spiritual defense and offense. (vv.18-20)  

Paul closes his epistle by blessing us and praying for us to be consoled, cheered, encouraged, strengthened and to have "God's undeserved favor.”  What an Epistle!  What words of comfort and joy!  What revelation and insight are ours, as we read it.  Truly God has "blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” (Eph.1: 3)  Let's claim and lay hold of these blessings continually.  "Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages world without end.  Amen"  (Eph.3: 21)(
