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Paul speaks of several "Mysteries" (secret things, hard or impossible for man to find, imagine or understand.) There is "The Mystery of Iniquity" (II Thess. 2:7) The Mystery of the Rapture and Resurrection in I Cor. 15:5, The Mystery of Husband and Wife relationships in Eph. 5:32, which is similar to the marriage relationship of Christ and the Church.  There are also other mysteries mentioned in God's Word, but without a doubt this one is the greatest: it is found in Colossians 1:26 & 27: "Even the mystery which has been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (the hope of attaining to God's Life and Nature.)

Mysteries have always attracted me.  Even as a young boy, many things fascinated me: Atomic-Physics (especially the radioactive elements), the stars, animals, plants and God's existence.  I loved to read about the mysterious last flight and disappearance of Amelia Earhart, and stories of unsolved crimes and courtroom trials.

What we are talking about today is a simple, powerful and profound spiritual truth.  It has amazing and far-reaching implications for you and me, and all who are parts of the Body of Christ in these last times before Christ's return.   In fact, this truth is so vital to our spiritual life and maturity that the enemy of our souls would like to blind our eyes to this glorious, liberating truth and cause us to ignore, not see or understand it or twist it with misinformation.

Let's look a little closer at this passage in Colossians, and also some other scriptures in Ephesians, Philippians and elsewhere.  I am talking about the basic truth of our relationship with Jesus Christ, in all it's many forms and benefits.  This basic fact stands out here: Christ is in you, if you have received Him as Savior.  What a mystery!  How simple, yet profound.  The expressions in Christ, or in Him, or in whom, appear again and again in the New Testament, especially in Paul's Epistles of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians.  Let's look at some of these passages, see what they tell us and how this truth, "Christ In You" benefits us.

The Apostle Paul had a special revelation of the divine mysteries of Christ and the gospel not fully revealed in ancient times, or even to the other Apostles in their fullness.  The ancient prophets did not fully understand their own predictions, though they sought and prayed for revelation diligently.  It was not

time yet.  Peter also said those who were unlearned and unstable twisted Paul's writings, which  (apart from Holy Spirit revelation, Ephesians 1:17) were hard if not impossible to understand.

This "Secret" is a sacred secret, (Rotherham's New Testament).  An open secret, (Williams New Testament).  That is, God mentioned His indwelling to certain saints even in ancient times.  It has been "a secret for centuries and generations past" (Living Bible).  Not only has this secret been hidden for a vast period of time, (literally centuries), but it has also been hidden from generations, which also speaks not only of lifetimes, but also of generations, that is nations and groups of people.  God was pleased to make known this truth to the entire universe, when the time was right.

Ferrar Fenton's (His was the first of the modern speech translations; the latter part of the 1800's and early 1900's.)  Translation is especially rich and thought provoking as we look at Colossians 1:25-29, "I became a minister by appointment given to me for you from God, to accomplish the Divine intention, the secret hidden from the ages, and from the nations, but now made manifest to His saints by whom God has decided to publish amongst the heathen what is the wealth of that mystery of the rectification which Christ is to you, the hope of the rectification, which we proclaim; warning every man, and teaching every person in a perfect philosophy, so that we may present each one perfect in Christ; to which object I vigorously strive with His mighty energy working in me". *Note: Fenton's translation of "glory" and "rectification" implies that God's Glory changes us from glory to glory, to be like Him!

Here are some benefits of having "Christ in you" and being "in Christ:" Being "In Christ," I believe, refers especially, as being cared for and eternally secure and protected by God.  "Christ in You," implies that all of Christ's divine life and power becomes ours as well!  Galatians 2:20 says, "I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me, and the life I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."  Christ is not only in us individually, but He is also living and walking in the midst of His Body, the Church.  (See Revelation I - a vision of Christ and the seven candlesticks.)

Since we are in Christ, the Father has blessed us with all spiritual blessing, in heavenly places, in Christ.  These blessings of Ephesians are now ours as a down payment, and will be fully manifested in eternity. (Ephesians 1:3)  All that Jesus Christ is, He becomes to us, in us, and through us, as Life, Light, Love and Liberty.  We no longer identify as "sons of Adam" only, but now also as "sons and daughters of God," with Jesus Christ as the "Second Adam."  See I Corinthians 15:20-22, 45-49.  We now have the "mind of Christ."  I often pray, "Lord, activate the mind of Christ within me."  Because the Champion Overcomer, Jesus Christ lives within me, I can overcome the world, the flesh and the devil.  "You are of God little children and have overcome them, for greater is He who is in you, than he who is in the world. I John 4:4

Jesus said in John 16:33, "In the world", (Greek "kosmos", Satan's system) "you shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." (I have crushed and defeated and destroyed the enemy and his kingdom of darkness.)  As you read through the Bible, especially the New Testament and Paul's Epistles of Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians, note all the passages that refer to Christ being "in you," and you being "in Christ," as well as many other expressions of our union and fellowship and relationship to Jesus Christ.

An old song expresses the wonder, mystery and glory of Jesus Christ:  "For He's a wonder, this Christ within, for He has saved me, from all my sin, He makes my storms to cease, He is my Prince of Peace, for He's a wonder, this Christ within."

A chorus from the late 40's says: "He's the Lord of Glory, He is the great I Am, The Alpha and Omega, The beginning and the end, His name is Wonderful, The Prince of Peace is He, He's the Everlasting Father, Throughout eternity.

His life, glory, power and promises are ours; "Christ in you, the Hope of Glory. (Colossians 1:27)( 

