You are my Hope!   Psalm 71:5
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I couldn't think of a more appropriate title for the beginning of a New Year.  Here were are in the 00 + 1. (2001) Who would ever think it possible that we would be in a new millennium. Almost every conversation with Christian friends, without doubt, there is stress and more stress going on in people's life.  It use to be more so than now, that the church wasn't filled with the situations and problems that there seem to be now.  No family is exempt from divorce, hardship with families, etc.  What is the terrific part of the whole story is that there is "hope" even in the darkest situation.  Jesus Christ alone brings all the hope that any of us need.  

I looked up the word "hope" in my bible concordance and the word "expectation" or "expect with confidence" describes hope so good!    Where is my hope?  Psalms 39:7- says "And now, Lord, for what do I wait?  My hope is in thee!  Psalms 71:5-8 tells us that "For Thou art my hope; O Lord God, thou art my confidence from my youth.  By thee I have been sustained from my birth; thou art He who took me from my mother's womb; My praise in continually of Thee.  (I can't stop there!) I have become a marvel to many; for Thou art my strong refuge.  My mouth is filled with thy praise and with thy glory all day long.  Psalms 71:14-15- But as for me, I will hope continually, and will praise Thee yet more and more.  My mouth shall tell of thy righteousness, and of thy salvation all day long."  No wonder that we can live with Hope, when He has provided it for all of us and it can be a blessing and a total encouragement to those around us.   Keep reading!!!

Romans 5:5 tells us that hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  I'm hearing in that scripture that it is not through yours or my actions that we can stir or act out hope without Him.  He is the one that gives the hope to each of us.  He has poured it out within our hearts.  Another total promise of victory!  He is our hope!  Romans 15:13- "Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  That shows me also that in having hope it will give us joy and peace also---- double, triple blessing! 

There are many other sources of hope:

· Hope of Righteousness- Galatians 5:5 for we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

· Hope of His Calling- Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.

· Hope of the Gospel- Colossians 1:23- if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which was proclaimed in an all creation under heaven, and which I, Paul, was made a minister.

· Hope of Glory- Colossians 1:27- To whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

· Hope of Salvation- 1 Thessalonians 5:8- But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

· Hope of Eternal Life- Titus 3:7-That being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

· Hope of Living - 1 Peter 1:3- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.           

· Hope that is in you- 1 Peter 3:15-But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you. 

That should be enough right there to give you all the Hope you need just because of His promises!  Placing your hope in the Lord helps you to do all these things.  He will lead you, He will remove your mountains, He will strengthen you, helping you to be patient, and He will open your eyes to His works all around you. ♥

